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(57) Abstract 

PURPOSE: To extend the life of a fluorescent lamp by 
enhancing its starting property. 

CONSTITUTION; Three weld wires 5a, 5b ( 5c and a 
support wire 5d are supported against a stem 4 which 
seals each end of a glass bulb 2 having a thin phosphor 
film formed on its inner surface and a rare gas sealed 
therein. An emitter composed chiefly of an oxide of an 
alkali metal is applied to a small coil to form a 
filament 6a of small heat capacity. An emitter composed 
chiefly of a metal oxide having a greater work function 
than the alkali metal oxide is applied to a large coil 
in large amounts to form a filament 6b of large heat 
capacity. One end of each filament 6a, 6b is connected 
to the weld wire 5a, the other end of the filament 6a of 
small heat capacity is connected to the weld wire 5b, 
and the other end of the filament 6b of large heat 
capacity to the weld wire Sc. The support wire 5d is 
provided with a bimetal 7 which makes contact with the 
weld wire 5b at room temperature and with the weld wire 
5c at 9 predetermined temperature. Therefore, a current 
is passed through the filament 6a of small heat capacity 
to start the fluorescent tamp at elevated temperature in 
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turned on by use of the filament 6b of large heat capacity. 
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